
 

 

NCCADV 2016 Biennial Conference Agenda 
 
 

PRE CONFERENCE INSTITUTES  
TUESDAY, MAY 17, 2016 

8am – 9am Registration 

9am – 4pm Programming (please select one) 

  

1) Children & Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) 
Children who witness domestic violence is one of the categories highlighted in the Adverse Childhood 
Experience Study. Children exposed to domestic violence are at-risk of experiencing other forms of 
victimization or another adverse childhood experience.  It is the goal of this pre-conference institute to 
discuss existing programs and initiatives in North Carolina to address adverse childhood experiences and 
means to germinate best practices in other areas of the state.   
 

2) Preventing & Responding to Domestic Violence on College Campuses 
This pre-conference institute is intended for representatives from colleges and universities who are 
working on prevention, response, and/or compliance of domestic and dating violence (DV). The purpose 
of this institute is to offer training and networking with other campuses around DV programming, 
services, and policies. Additionally, the NC Campus Consortium Spring 2016 meeting will take place during 
this institute. 



 

3) Sheltering & Housing Survivors of Domestic Violence 
This pre-conference institute is intended for executive directors, shelter directors, and housing advocates 
from domestic violence agencies and housing and homeless service agencies. The purpose of this institute 
is to offer training and networking on topics related to the intersection of domestic violence and housing, 
including DV emergency shelter best practices and compliance and new directions for sheltering and 
providing permanent housing for survivors of DV. 

CONFERENCE DAY ONE 
MAY 18, 2016 

8am – 9am Registration  

9am – 10:30am Welcome and Opening Plenary 

 Michael Munson - Co-founder and Executive Director, FORGE, Milwaukee, WI  

Michael Munson is the co-founder and Executive Director of FORGE, an organization focused on improving 
the lives of transgender individuals by building stronger connections, providing resources, and 
empowering growth through knowledge.  FORGE is a national training and technical assistance provider 
funded through the Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women.  Munson's educational 
background is in psychology, with an emphasis on trauma-informed care and non-traditional healing 
modalities.  His work on violence against transgender and gender non-binary individuals stresses the 
intersectionality between complex components of identity, experience, and societal constructs that can 
both spur violence, as well as catalyze healing for individuals and communities. He is passionate about 
engaging professionals to embrace these complexities and learn key skills to better serve their 
clients/constituents. 

10:30am – 10:45am                                              BREAK 
10:45am – 12:15pm Breakout Workshops 
 1) Understanding Human Trafficking Through a Domestic Violence Lens 

 
Elyse Hamilton-Childres, MSW:  Southern Piedmont Region Director, North Carolina Council 
for Women, Charlotte, NC 
Kiricka Yarbough-Smith: COPE Human Trafficking Project Administrator, North Carolina 
Council for Women, Raleigh, NC 
Preventing and responding to human trafficking begins with understanding it. Within the intersections of 
domestic violence and human trafficking lie enhanced understandings of the issues and opportunities to 
form solutions. This interactive, peer learning-based workshop will educate participants on the 



intersections of domestic violence and human trafficking. Participants will leave the workshop with 
increased knowledge of human trafficking and ideas about how to adapt current practices in domestic 
violence to the issue of human trafficking. 
 

2) Joining Forces to Prevent Domestic Violence Homicides: How DV providers and law 
enforcement can implement the Lethality Assessment Protocol- Maryland Model (LAP) 

to save lives 
 
Amily McCool, MSW, J.D.: Legal and Policy Director, North Carolina Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence, Durham, NC 
Joanna Knowles: Program Director, Helpmate, Inc., Asheville, NC 
Detective Sgt. Ben McKay: Special Investigations, Buncombe Co. Sheriff’s Office, Asheville, 
NC 
Because domestic violence homicide is predictable, it’s preventable. Amily McCool with NCCADV teams up 
in this workshop with Joanna Knowles from Helpmate, Inc. and Detective Sgt. Ben McKay with the 
Buncombe Co. Sheriff’s Office to explain: 1) the research behind the Lethality Assessment Protocol- 
Maryland Model (LAP), 2) a brief overview of how DV programs and law enforcement collaborate in the 
field to use the LAP screen to increase survivor’s safety, 3) real life lessons learned from Buncombe Co.’s 
recent training and implementation of LAP and 4) how communities can receive FREE training and 
technical assistance to bring the LAP protocol to their communities in a thoughtful and sustainable way to 
engage survivors and reduce domestic violence homicides.  
 

3) From Pretty Princesses and Playground Pushing to Interpersonal Violence: What can 
prevention programming do to break these links 

 
Kayce Singletary, MSW, MPH, CHES: Community Education Director, Sexual Trauma 
Services of the Midlands, Columbia, SC 
Sarah Nevarez: Adult Education Coordinator of Sexual Trauma Services of the Midlands, 
Columbia, SC 
While dating violence is a multi-faceted issue, many key contributors to interpersonal violence can be 
targeted through primary prevention programs. Sexual Trauma Services of the Midlands (STSM) has 
successfully implemented prevention programming incorporating these elements for over 17 years. This 
session will draw examples from STSM’s Youth Violence Prevention Curriculum. 



4) IPV on College Campuses: What does the data tell us? 
 
Kelli Raker, M.A.: Coordinator for Violence Prevention Programs, UNC-Chapel Hill, Chapel 
Hill, NC 
UNC-Chapel Hill participated in two national surveys in 2015: the AAU Campus Climate Survey on Sexual 
Assault and Sexual Misconduct in April and the ACHA National College Health Assessment in November. 
Campus-specific data will be compared to national numbers in order to paint a picture of IPV and stalking 
on college campuses. 

12:15pm – 1:45pm                                                  LUNCH 
1:45pm – 3:15pm Breakout Workshops 
 1) Healing Through Activism, Advocacy & Organizing 

 
Raquel Singh: Executive Director, Battered Women’s Resource Center, Voices of Women 
Organizing Project, New York, NY 
Hope Newton: Steering Committee Chair, Voices of Women Organizing Project, New York, 
NY 
This workshop educates service providers and advocates on how they can effectively mobilize and 
organize survivors of domestic violence to affect systemic policy change in their community. 
 

2) Expanding the Conversation: Teen dating violence prevention in the LGBTQ community 
 
Melissa Siegel-Barrios: Information and Education Coordinator, Mecklenburg County 
Community Support Services, Charlotte, NC 
Shakira Clarke: Director of Youth Services, Time Out Youth Center, Charlotte, NC 
Through our work to end interpersonal violence, teen dating violence has finally become recognized; 
however, the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, and Questioning (LGBTQ) community, has often 
been forgotten. LGBTQ organizations have also struggled with how to incorporate preventing 
interpersonal violence in the LGBTQ community especially as it pertains specifically to the violence 
experienced by youth. It is key for us all to expand our focus to be inclusive and thoughtful in preventing 
teen dating violence in the LGBTQ community. In the workshop, participants will gain tools to understand 
the importance of these efforts, recognize barriers faced by LGBTQ youth survivors, learn from a 
homegrown prevention program with a focus on LGBTQ youth, and gain the knowledge to be able to 
create targeted prevention efforts in their own agencies. 



 

3) Preventing Homelessness Among Survivors of Domestic Violence: A holistic approach to 
legal remedies under North Carolina law and the Fair Housing Act 

 
Suzanne Chester, J.D.: Managing Attorney, The Child’s Advocate, Legal Aid North Carolina, 
Durham, NC 
Kelly Clarke, J.D.: Supervising Attorney, Fair Housing Project, Legal Aid North Carolina, 
Durham, NC 
Lauren Brasil, J.D.: Staff Attorney, Fair Housing Project, Legal Aid North Carolina, Durham, 
NC 
Attorneys from the Fair Housing Project at Legal Aid of North Carolina will educate participants about 
legal remedies available under North Carolina law and the Fair Housing Act which 1) help prevent survivors 
of domestic violence from becoming homeless; and 2) ensure that survivors are not denied access to 
housing as a result of being a survivor e.g. poor rental/credit history. In addition to looking at the remedies 
specific to domestic violence survivors, this workshop will take a holistic approach to the domestic 
violence survivor, and will give participants tools to help educate their clients about housing discrimination 
based on other characteristics such as: disability, race, national origin, family related discrimination, 
religion, sexual orientation or limited English proficiency. This workshop is a must for participants who 
recognize the critical importance of housing stability for survivors of domestic violence. 
 

4) Maria and La Malinche: An exploration of mestizo gender archetypes, gender violence 
and implications for counseling 

 
Rebecca L. Withrow, PhD., LCD: Bilingual Counselor, Our Voice, Asheville, NC  
 Angelica R. Wind, J.D.: Executive Director, Our Voice, Asheville, NC  
The gender archetypes of a culture inform interactions among those who live within that culture. In this 
workshop we will explore the mestizo gender archetypes of La Virgen Maria, La Malinche, Cortez, and el 
Indio, and ways in which these archetypes influence relationships among men and women. We will discuss 
implications for domestic and sexual violence, and implications for counseling Latin@ survivors. 

3:15pm – 3:30pm                                                       BREAK 
3:30 – 5pm Breakout Workshops 
 1) The Community Politics of Gender Violence 

 



Deborah Weissman, J.D.: Reef C. Ivey II Distinguished Professor of Law, UNC School of Law, 
Chapel Hill, NC 
In recent years, advocates have articulated concerns about the dominant responses to gender-based 
violence that often fail to serve the needs of communities of color, the poor, immigrants, persons with 
disabilities, and LGBTQ persons. Blacks, Latino/as, and poor people from communities with a history of 
abusive encounters with the criminal justice system are often hesitant to seek criminal remedies. 
According to Black Women’s Blueprint, the reluctance to summon police for assistance has been 
exacerbated by recent attention to the murders of Blacks in Ferguson and elsewhere. Undocumented 
immigrants are likewise disinclined to expose their immigration status by contacting the police. LBGTQ 
victims may fear discriminatory treatment by police, prosecutors, and courts, and are disinclined to endure 
the harsh treatment and sensationalism frequently visited on same-sex couples. This presentation 
reconsiders the skills required of domestic violence advocates so that all victims may have a better 
outcome when seeking criminal 
justice intervention.  

 
2) The Offender Focused Domestic Violence Initiative 

 
Meredith Martin, MDiv, MSW, LCSWA: Director of Programs, Family Services of Davidson 
County, Lexington, NC 
Lieutenant Melissa Carter: Special Programs Unit, Lexington Police Department, Lexington, 
NC 
Major Robby Rummage: Lexington Police Department, Lexington, NC  
In 2014 the Lexington Police Department implemented a strategy to combat domestic violence known as 
the Offender Focused Initiative. Modeled on a pilot project started by the High Point Police Department, 
this initiative is in partnership with the local domestic violence agency, Family Services of Davidson 
County. The new strategy is focused on deterrence and shifts the problem of DV to the offender in the 
earliest stages of offending, before violence escalates. Early results show a drastic reduction in recidivism 
rates and demonstrate the value of early intervention and community collaboration. 
 

3) HB2, OCR, and Title IX: Serving LGBT DV survivors on campus  
 

Amily McCool, MSW, J.D.: Legal and Policy Director, North Carolina Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence, Durham, NC 
North Carolina has received national and local media attention since March 23, 2016 with the passage of 



House Bill 2. Part of the debate centers around whether this new law runs afoul of Title IX and jeopardizes 
NC’s federal funding. While the courts tease that out, it is clear from the Office of Civil Rights (OCR) April 
29, 2014 guidance that campuses currently have a duty to protect lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) students from sexual violence. This workshop will assist attendees in thinking critically about their 
campus response to LGBT domestic violence survivors. The presenter will review current OCR guidance, 
highlight NCCADV’s Model Policy document as a tool campuses can utilize, review NC’s laws related to 
domestic violence and LGBT survivors, and provide a multi-level framework for campuses to evaluate their 
current response.   
 

4) Assessing DV Services for Latin@ and LGBTQ survivors in NC 
 
Cynthia Fraga Rizo, PhD: Assistant Professor, UNC-Chapel Hill School of Social Work, Chapel 
Hill, NC 
Rachel Dooley, MPH: Evaluation Coordinator, North Carolina Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence, Durham, NC 
Lisi Martinez Lotz, PhD: Response Systems Coordinator, North Carolina Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence, Durham, NC 
Leigh-Anne Royster: Director of Inclusive Community Well-Being, Elon University, Elon, NC 
NCCADV and two teams of researchers are collaborating on research studies to better understand the 
experiences of DV service providers working with Latin@ and LGBTQ survivors. The team from UNC-CH is 
focusing the research on Latin@ populations, while the one from UNCG is focusing on LGBTQ populations. 
Specifically, the research seeks to learn about existing services for these populations in NC, strengths and 
challenges faced in serving these populations, and how services are delivered/tailored for these groups. 
The ultimate goal of these studies is to develop an understanding of what “cultural competency” means 
and should look like in the context of DV services for Latin@ and LGBTQ survivors. This workshop will 
present the available results of both research studies, along with our plans for applying the material to 
NCCADV trainings and technical assistance for DV agencies throughout the state. 

5pm – 7pm                                             SOCIAL EVENT 



 
 

Happy Hour Social featuring live music 
from Jon Shain and hors d'oeuvres. 

 
 

CONFERENCE DAY TWO 
MAY 19, 2016 

8:30am – 9am Registration 

9am – 10:15am Membership Meeting 

10:15am – 10:30am                                                        BREAK 
10:30am – 12pm Breakout Workshops 

 1) Grassroots Advocacy: Creating a family justice center from the ground up 
 
Meredith Hooks, M.P.S: Director, Henderson Family Justice Center, Hendersonville, NC 
This workshop will get attendees thinking about what is possible in their own community and what can be 
accomplished when stakeholders work together to improve access to justice for survivors of domestic 
violence.  
 

2) Intersections of Race, Spirituality and Domestic Violence: The counternarratives of 
African American women 
 

Shanita Brown, PhD, LPCA, NCC: Counselor Educator, Safe Space, Inc., Raleigh, NC 
Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) is a social problem of global proportions (Drumm et al, 2013). According to 
results from the National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS) (2014), 43.7 % of African 
American women experience domestic violence compared to 34.6 % of White women, and about 2.5 times 
the rate of women of other races. Researchers have proposed that as a result of historical oppression, 

http://www.jonshain.com/


present day racism and the importance of spirituality among this population as explanations for higher 
incidents of domestic violence. However, there is a lack of research on the role of spirituality among 
African American women survivors and its impact on the process of leaving the volatile relationship. The 
purpose of this workshop is to explore the domestic violence experiences of African American women 
survivors and the role of spirituality. The significance of the findings has implications for practice, policy, 
theory and future research. 
 

3) Is your prevention strategy relevant? 
 
Kelli Raker, M.A.: Coordinator for Violence Prevention Programs, UNC-Chapel Hill, Chapel 
Hill, NC 
Collaboration can result in prevention strategies that are relevant to the needs of sub-communities. This 
workshop will include a presentation of two strategies at UNC-Chapel Hill which have been centered on 
the experiences of 2 subcommunities: the cohort-based Delta Advocates program for sorority women, 
and Healthy Queer Relationships online module for LGBTQIAA+ students. Participants will be given tools 
to develop prevention strategies tailored to a specific community based on the identified needs. 
 

4) Creative Solutions in Advocating for Latin@ Survivors/Soluciones Creativas de 
Intercesoria para Sobrevivientes Latin@s   
 
Dulce Esperanza Castillo: Director of Latino Services, Compass Center, Chapel Hill, NC 
Emelina Marsh: Hispanic Outreach Specialist, Wesley Shelter, Wilson, NC 
Angela Martinez: Bilingual Advocate, Durham Crisis Response Center, Durham, NC 
This workshop will be held in Spanish in the form of a panel. Three domestic violence Latin@ advocates 
will offer participants an opportunity to learn from the strategies they incorporated when faced with 
challenging cases.  They will discuss how they creatively adapted their advocacy strategies depending on 
the situation, how they incorporated the empowerment model into their work, and how they collaborated 
with community partners to overcome barriers specific to the Latin@ community. Set up as a Q & A 
session, participants will be able to pose their own questions and share their own experiences on serving 
Latin@ survivors.  
 
Este taller será en español en forma de panel. Tres intercesoras de violencia doméstica les ofrecerán a l@s 
participantes la oportunidad de aprender de las estrategias que han incorporado cuando se han 
enfrentado a casos difíciles. Se discutirá cómo adaptaron creativamente sus estrategias dependiendo de la 
situación, cómo incorporaron el modelo de empoderamiento en su trabajo, y cómo colaboraron con 



agencias en la comunidad para enfrentar a las barreras específicas de la comunidad Latina. En forma de 
preguntas y respuestas, l@s participantes tendrán la oportunidad de hacer sus propias preguntas y 
compartir sus experiencias en como servir a l@s sobrevivientes Latin@s. 

12pm – 1:30pm                                                   LUNCH AND PRESENTATION 
             Prevent Violence NC: Building connections to end violence 

Jennifer Counts, MPH: Prevention Program Specialist, North 
Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence, Durham, NC 
Research continues to confirm what many in the violence prevention world 
experience to be true: multiple forms of violence and other health outcomes 
share common root causes and protective factors. These shared factors offer 
important clues about how to promote health as well as critical opportunities to 
connect and create multidisciplinary prevention strategies. Prevent Violence NC 
is a new interactive tool that demonstrates the connections across many forms 
of violence, showcases NC communities building key strengths for prevention, 
allows practitioners to generate a new list of partners with whom to 

collaborate, and increases awareness among policymakers and funders of the important and modifiable 
connections between different forms of violence. 

1:30pm – 3pm Breakout Workshops 

 1) NC's New "Revenge Porn" Law: responding to revenge porn crimes and working with 
survivors   
 
Amily McCool, MSW, J.D.: Legal and Policy Director, North Carolina Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence, Durham, NC 
"Revenge porn", or the distribution of sexually graphic images of someone without their consent, is an 
ever-increasing tactic used by domestic violence offenders to control, threaten, and abuse their intimate 
partners. On December 1, 2015, “Disclosure of Private Images” became a crime in North Carolina. This 
workshop is a must for law enforcement, advocates, attorneys, campus staff, or any attendee who works 
with survivors of “revenge porn”. The presenter will share with attendees information about the conduct 
and harms of “revenge porn,” a step-by-step review of NC’s new law (including who it does and doesn’t 
cover), tips on investigating these crimes and safety planning tools for survivors. 
 

2) Including Children in the Domestic Violence Conversation: Identifying, serving and 
supporting children of incarcerated parents 
 



Melissa Radcliff: Executive Director, Our Children’s Place, Durham, NC  
Best estimates show that there are almost 27,000 children in this state with an incarcerated parent. Yet 
due to shame, stigma, and lack of information, these children are often vulnerable, overlooked, and 
without a voice in our society. Addressing their needs can add another layer of complexity in domestic 
violence situations. Participants will gain a better understanding of the challenges of identifying and 
serving children of incarcerated parents and will be more equipped to advocate on behalf of this 
population. The workshop will cover: 1) what we know and do not know about these children 2) what 
strategies could be developed and implemented to identify and serve them 3) new ways to partner and 
collaborate to better meet the needs of the children 4) the impact of parental separation due to 
incarceration 5) the need to gather information and insight from these children themselves to ensure their 
voices are heard. 
 

3) It Takes a Village: Incorporating Batterer Intervention into a Community Coordinated 
Response 
 
Kathleen Balogh: Western Region Director /Batterer Intervention Program Manager, NC 
Council for Women, Asheville, NC  
Mike Silver, M.P.A, J.D.: Chair, Batterer Intervention Program Sub-Committee, Domestic 
Violence Commission, Raleigh, NC 
Bea Cote, LCSW, LMFT: President and Founder, IMPACT Family Violence Services LLC, 
Charlotte, NC 
Research has shown that a Coordinated Community Response (CCR) is vital in keeping victims of domestic 
violence safe and holding batterers accountable. CCR Teams are made up of Victim advocates, law 
enforcement, judges, probation/parole, child protection services, the media, health care professionals, the 
faith community, mental health providers, and correctional facilities. In many communities, Batterer 
Intervention Programs are not included in the work of a CCR. This workshop will provide an overview of 
CCR’s in North Carolina, and how BIP’s can engage key community partners to work together in reducing 
domestic violence in their area. 
 

4) Removing Barriers & Restoring Hope for Domestic Violence Victim- Defendants 
 
Kari Hamel, J.D.: Project Director and Staff Attorney, Legal Aid of North Carolina’s Second 
Chance Employment and Housing Project, Durham, NC 
Joseph Laizure, J.D.: Equal Justice Works/AmeriCorps Fellow, Legal Aid of North Carolina’s 



Second Chance Employment and Housing Project, Durham, NC 
Tolu Adewale, J.D.: Fellow, Equal Justice Works/AmeriCorps, Legal Aid of North Carolina, 
Second Chance Employment and Housing Project, Raleigh, NC 
In its work advocating for victims of domestic violence and sexual assault, LANC provides clients with the 
legal protections to escape their abusers, but a significant portion of these clients are deprived of 
opportunities for gainful employment and affordable housing based on criminal records that are 
byproducts of their abuse. The Second Chance Employment & Housing, one of Legal Aid’s statewide 
special projects, focuses on assisting individuals from fragile and resilient populations, including DV/SA-
victim defendants, in obtaining expunctions and Certificates of Relief. However, gaps in legal relief 
currently available to DV-victim defendants in the context of post-arrest and postconviction are apparent. 
Participants will be invited to ask questions to the panel members and then brainstorm with other 
participants on how to approach the gaps in legal relief. 

3pm – 3:15pm                                                                BREAK 
3:15-4:45pm Closing Plenary 

 Matthew B. Ezzell, PhD - Associate Professor of Sociology, James 
Madison University 
Mass shootings, although rare overall, occur more frequently in United States 
than anywhere else in the world; and, the occurrence of mass shootings in the US 
has increased in recent years. Discussion and debate about these shootings across 
mainstream media outlets often focuses on mental illness, gun control, and gun 
culture. Neglected in popular discourse around and framing of these issues, 
however, is the fact that perpetrators of mass shootings are overwhelmingly men, 
that the majority of shooters target a family member or intimate partner, and that 
women and children comprise the majority of shooting victims. In a frank and 
honest talk, Dr. Matt Ezzell will discuss the connections between dominant 

understandings of manhood in the United States with the gendered realities underlying mass shootings and 
intimate partner violence.  

 


